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Setting the Flow
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Despite the growing economic and 

demographic weight of small towns, they 

remain under-represented in policy priorities
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Methodology
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Expectation

Why Following the Flows? 

Reality

‘Following the Flows’ study was 

undertaken to make system gaps 

in small towns visible across 

diverse contexts and to provide a 

foundation for context-specific, 

climate-resilient, and loop-closing 

water solutions.
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Nepal
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Bangladesh
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Ladakh
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Kerala

8Global South Academic Conclave on WASH and Climate 2026 8



9

Karnataka
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So what’s the way forward for small towns WASH ?

10Global South Academic Conclave on WASH and Climate 2026 10

Build 

Systems, not 

just assets

Close the 

Water Loop

Design for 

place and 

climate

Make reuse 

and inclusion 

central
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Thank You
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